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time employment) as well as complete unemployment." The present writer 
does not believe that it is possible to secure part-time employment data each 
month from any considerable number of employees by the use of the questionnaire 
method. He believes that the change in average weekly earnings, while made 
up of the two elements, rates of pay and amount of time worked, gives some 
idea of part-time employment. At semi-annual or annual intervals it is possible 
to send out more elaborate questionnaires, followed up by field agents, to ob- 
tain data on part-time employment. The New York Department of Labor in 
the February number of the Industrial Bulletin publishes the result of an in- 
vestigation into hours of labor, which is the sort of thing the writer has in mind. 
The Wisconsin employment data described above are published monthly in 
the Wisconsin Labor Market. Members of the American Statistical Asso- 
ciation wishing to be placed on the mailing list should address the Statistical 
Department, Wisconsin Industrial Commission, Madison, Wisconsin. 

A. J. Altmeyer 
Wisconsin Industrial Commission 



THE DIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

In order to make available information concerning the various bureaus of the 
United States Government which carry on activities concerned with the public 
health, the National Health Council 1 has issued six reports. Since members of 
the American Statistical Association are interested in the Division of Vital 
Statistics of the United States Bureau of the Census, a resume' of the report on 
this Bureau is not out of place in this Journal. 

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE BUREAU 

The first annual mortality report related to the year 1900 and was published 
in 1906 as part of a report covering the five years, 1900-04. Previous to that 
time, mortality reports based on enumerators' returns had been published as 
early as 1850 and again in 1860 and 1870. Decennial reports and registration 
records were published in 1880, 1890, and 1900 (census years). There was a 
registration area as early as 1880, which was enlarged in 1890 and again in 1900, 
so that it included in 1900 the six New England States, Indiana, Michigan, 
New Jersey, New York, and the District of Columbia. 

Since 1900 the following states have been admitted to the death registration 
area: 1906, California, Colorado, Maryland, South Dakota, and Pennsylvania; 
1908, Washington and Wisconsin; 1909, Ohio; 1910, Minnesota, Montana, North 

• The National Health Council is composed of the following organizations: American Public Health 
Association; American Red Cross; American Social Hygiene Association; American Society for the 
Control of Cancer; Conference of State and Provincial Health Authorities of North America; Council 
on Health and Public Instruction of the American Medical Association; National Child Health Council 
(including the American Child Hygiene Association, the National Child Labor Committee, and the 
Child Health Organization of America) National Committee for Mental Hygiene; National Organiza- 
tion for Public Health Nursing; National Tuberculosis Association; and the U. S. Public Health Ser- 
vice, as Conference Member. 
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Carolina (municipalities of 1,000 and over), and Utah; 1911, Kentucky and 
Missouri; 1913, Virginia; 1914, Kansas; 1916, North Carolina (remainder of 
state) and South Carolina; 1917, Tennessee; 1918, Illinois, Louisiana, and 
Oregon; 1919, Delaware, Florida, and Mississippi; 1920, Nebraska. There are 
also 17 registration cities in non-registration states, making a total of 34 states, 
the District of Columbia, and 17 cities, or over 80 per cent of the total estimated 
population of the United States. Only 3 states remain with unsatisfactory 
registration laws — South Dakota, which had been admitted but was later 
dropped, Nevada, and Arizona. This leaves 11 states with satisfactory laws 
which will be ready for admission as soon as they can show 90 per cent complete 
registration. 

The first annual report on birth statistics related to the year 1915, though 
prior to that time reports of births had been made in the decennial census reports. 
In 1915 a birth registration area was created, including Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhode Island, Vermont, and the District of Columbia. In 1916 Mary- 
land was added; in 1917, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Utah, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin were added. None was added in 
1918, and in 1919 Rhode Island was dropped because of failure to send in all 
transcripts of birth certificates for the year. California, Oregon, and South 
Carolina were added in 1919, and Nebraska in 1920. Rhode Island was read- 
mitted in 1921, and New Jersey also was recently admitted. Thus, 25 states 
and the District of Columbia, or over 60 per cent of the total population of the 
United States, are included in the birth registration area. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU 

In addition to the principal work of compiling birth and death statistics, the 
Division also makes up life tables, encourages and promotes uniformity in the 
local registration laws for births and deaths, issues weekly reports of deaths oc- 
curing in sixty of the larger cities, makes special studies of various subjects re- 
lating to vital statistics, and cooperates in the statistical work of other govern- 
ment departments and with extra government agencies interested in vital 
statistics. 

Statistics of Births and Deaths. — The statistics of the Division are 
based upon local records. Certificates of birth and death are made by physi- 
cians, midwives, and undertakers, for the city or the county records. For 
several years the Bureau of the Census has been urging upon local governments 
the adoption of standard forms for these certificates, and its efforts have met 
with considerable success. It employs agents to make transcripts of certificates 
for transmission to the Bureau of the Census in Washington. These agents 
receive, as a rule, compensation at the rate of three cents for each certificate 
transcribed. Upon their receipt in the Bureau of the Census the transcripts 
are edited, and the data are tabulated by the punched-card system and 
assembled in report form. Reports of birth and death statistics are published 
in separate volumes annually, by calendar years. 

Promotion of Local Registration. — In order to extend the registration 
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area the Bureau of the Census directs a considerable part of the effort of the 
Division of Vital Statistics to promoting adequate registration in localities out- 
side the present area. In fact, one of the great accomplishments of the Division 
has been the building up of the registration area from practically nothing to its 
present nearly complete status. This promotion work consists in educating 
committees, societies, state legislatures, and the public generally, through pub- 
lications and press notices, as to the importance of complete registration. It 
also includes a system of testing the completeness of registration of births and 
deaths in the various states by means of form letters addressed to clergymen, 
postmasters, rural carriers, and others, calling for information regarding recent 
births and deaths. 

Manual of Causes of Death. — The American edition of the Manual of 
the International List of Causes of Death, which is the standard authority on this 
subject, is published by the Division. The Division also publishes the Index 
of Joint Causes of Death and the Physicians' Pocket Reference, more than 148,000 
copies of which were distributed during the fiscal year 1919. 

Life Tables. — Life tables which show the rate of mortality and the number 
of years of expectation of life of various age groups are constructed. In most 
cases the geographical field covered by these statistics is limited to the states 
which for a long time have had an adequate registration of deaths. These 
states are New York, New Jersey, Indiana, Michigan, and the six New England 
States, and the District of Columbia. The material used in the construction 
of these tables includes the estimated populations as of July 1, 1910, and the 
deaths in the calendar years 1909, 1910, and 1911. 

The first publication of life tables was issued in 1916, the statistics referring 
to the year 1910. A more complete publication is now in press, entitled, United 
States Life Tables 1890, 1901, 1910, and 1901-1910. 

Weekly Health Index. — The Division receives weekly telegraphic reports 
of deaths from 60 of the largest cities . The figures are published in multigraphed 
statements within seventy-two hours after the close of the week to which they 
relate. They show, in addition to the number of deaths occurring, (a) the 
number of deaths in corresponding prior periods of time, (b) the estimated 
populations, (c) the death rate per year, (d) the number of deaths of infants 
under one year of age, and (e) the estimated infant mortality rate. 

Special Studies. — Monographs are issued from time to time on subjects 
related to vital statistics. Among these monographs may be mentioned, for 
purposes of illustration, those relating to cancer and other malignant tumors, 
influenza mortality, and the standard nomenclature of diseases and pathological 
conditions, and of injuries and poisonings which have recently been published. 

OEGANIZATION 

The Division is under the direction of a chief statistician, W. H. Davis, M.D. 
There is at present, according to Dr. Davis, a personnel of 124, including the 
staff in Washington, D. C, and those in the field. 

The chief statistician is assisted by an expert chief of division who is in im- 
mediate charge of the clerical force and of the production of the work. The 
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Division is a complete unit in itself; it is related to the rest of the Bureau of the 
Census only in that it obtains from the Division of the Population and from 
the Geographer facts of population for census and intercensal years for purposes 
of calculating rates. The Division also has its own mechanical equipment. 

The Division has an appropriation of $825,000 for the three years constituting 
the decennial period, the first year of which ended June 30, 1920. This amount 
is divided into $250,000 yearly, and $75,000 for printing. 

James A. Tobet 

National Health Council 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

New Wholesale Price Index. The Federal Reserve Bank of New York has 
recently completed the preparation of an index number of the prices of twenty 
basic commodities with the object of securing a representative index which can 
be carried forward from week to week from readily available quotations. The 
index is an aggregate of weighted prices of twenty raw materials at primary 
markets. The commodities contained in the index were selected because of 
their representative character in agriculture, industry, and trade. The weights 
were determined in the first instance by the amounts of the different commodities 
produced in the United States and imported from the years 1913 to 1920, but 
these weights were adjusted so that agriculture, mining, and manufacture might 
be weighted in accordance with their importance. A thorough search of sources 
was made in order to secure for each commodity a representative quotation 
which would be available promptly. The following commodities were included 
and weighted as indicated: wheat, 9; corn, 5; hogs, 7; steers, 7; sugar, 3; hides, 6; 
wool, 4; silk, 1; cotton, 11; rubber, 2; pig iron, 8; copper, 3; lead, 1; coal, 12; 
petroleum, 5; lumber, 7; cement, 1; paper, 4; sulphuric acid, 1; tobacco, 3. 

Statistics of Public Accidents. The Statistical Committee of the Public 
Safety Section of the National Safety Council is planning a reporting system 
for public accidents in American cities. It is proposed first to establish a 
registration area for public accidents. The committee has drafted forms for 
uniform recording of the following types of public accidents: highway vehicular 
accidents, highway non-vehicular accidents, buildings and structures accidents, 
general accidents, and elevator accidents. Two sets of forms are provided: 
first, a preliminary record of the accident made by the police or safety officer at 
the time of the accident, and second, a more complete form giving details de- 
veloped after investigation and abstracted from court records. The detailed 
form is to be forwarded to the Public Safety Section of the National Safety 
Council at convenient times during the year, and the results are to be tabulated 
and published for the information of the safety movement. Dr. L. I. Dublin 
is chairman of the committee having this work in charge. Information re- 
garding the reporting system may be obtained from Mr. F. M. Rosseland, 
Chief, Public Safety Section, National Safety Council, 168 N. Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 



